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H
ow graced we are to 
spend each day in a 
place that begins  

and ends with prayer, where 
faith and ethics are taught 
throughout, where the  
intellectual and physical life  
of our students has a spiritual  
and communal foundation. 

Visitors sense the soul of our school when 
they observe how warm and welcoming this 
community is. It is palpable in the friendships 
that are formed here, in the second and 
(soon!) third generation of students who 
enroll here, in the long-standing service of 
so many teachers. If we could bottle it, we’d 
be rich. As it is, you have to encounter it in 
person, through the others who went before. 

I tell our visitors, “Someone did something 
right here, and that something has been 
passed on, class to class, student to student.”

This year, we celebrate our first graduating 
class, and the fifty plus years since of building 
the soul of St Joes. Monsignor Bartholomew, 
Sister Alphonsine, Brother Kelly, they started 
it. The School Sisters of Notre Dame, the 
Marist Brothers, the Franciscans, Father Rob, 
Sister Catherine, Mr Bishop, Monsignor 
Shea, Coach—all the teachers and staff 
who have to strengthen the community. We 
are not unique in being a Catholic college 
preparatory school—all Catholic schools 
nurture friends and family. We are special 
in that we don’t make you work for it. The 
welcome you feel when you walk through 
the door is freely given, it is simply who we 
are, and you are part of the family before you 
know it. The spirit is just a little a little thicker 
at 2320 Huntington Turnpike. 

As an educational researcher, I would love 
to enumerate the advantages that openness 
contributes to your academic success. But 
when I think of fifty years of graduates,  
I don’t think of report cards. I’m thinking 
of the friendships and families, the faith 
and community, the wonderful legacy of 
compassion built up by the 9,000 alumni who 
have proceeded from that first graduating 
class. Your example has set us on a priceless 
path, a path that has engendered an 
inextinguishable spirit and an irrepressible 
soul. Heart and soul, we thank you. 

Bill Fitzgerald, President

Mission
St Joseph High School strives to be the premier college preparatory  
school in Southern Connecticut. The school provides a learning  
environment that embraces the Gospel values of the Roman Catholic  
faith and promotes a commitment to family and community. 

The school prepares our young women and young men  
to realize their potential, helps them to excel in higher education,  
and provides a foundation to guide them throughout their lives.
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T
his new class of Cadets made for a busy admissions 
season with over 500 applications, standing-room only 
events, unprecedented shadow visits, and an enrollment 

waitlist upon deposit deadline. The Admissions Team went 
into this year stacked with experience and momentum, with  
Jessica Costa, new Admissions Counselor, joining Director,  
Jessica Morales and Operations Manager, Linda Lucy. 

The Class of 2020 is  
a Full House! 

ADMISSIONS

They quickly realized that this year was going 
to be very different from last. There was no 
longer just a buzz about St Joes; instead, 
every 8th grade student wanted to scream  
“I GOT IN!” to St Joes! Miss Morales and her 
team were faced with tough decisions as the 
applications increased by the day, but their 
philosophy stayed true–quality first.  
Not only were we blessed with top-tier  
applicants from across Fairfield and New  

Haven counties, but the Admissions team 
was overwhelmed by diverse interests,  
talents and backgrounds that make up  
the Class of 2020. As the enrollment  
management strategy continues to develop 
and mature, the Admissions team stays 
focused to sustain and grow the St Joseph 
High School legacy. Each year, we get  
stronger and the St Joes message reaches 
further. We want you! 

The Class of 2020 is comprised of over  
215 young women and men who reside  
within Fairfield and New Haven counties.  
We would like to thank all the private,  
public, magnet and independent schools  
for sending your students to us this  
year. Why is this class full? St Joes is  
a worthwhile commitment.

Cole DaSilva (left) and Max DaSilva (right) proudly 
display their pennants! They are the sons of 
brothers William DaSilva ’86 – father of Cole and 
Mark DaSilva ’87– father of Max. 

Class of 2016 College Acceptances
St Joseph High School extends congratulations to the Class of 2016 and is proud to announce their college acceptances.

American University
Assumption College
Bates College
Bentley University
Binghamton University
Bloomsburg 
Boston College
Boston University
Bryant University
Champlain College
Charleston Southern 
Colby-Sawyer College
Colgate University
College of Charleston
College of the Holy Cross
Colorado State University
Columbus State University
Cornell University
Curry College
Dominican College
Drexel University
Duquesne University
Eckerd College
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical  
Emerson College
Emmanuel College
Endicott College
Fairfield University
Florida Atlantic University
Florida Institute of   
 Technology
Fordham University 

Franklin Pierce University
Georgia Southern  
High Point University
Hofstra University
Hood College
Illinois State University
Indiana University 
Iona College
Ithaca College
Jacksonville University
James Madison University
Johnson & Wales University 
Keene State College
Lasell College
Le Moyne College
Lehigh University
Loyola University Maryland
Lyme Academy College 
Lynn University
Maine Maritime Academy
Manhattan College
Manhattanville College
Marist College
Marquette University
Marymount Manhattan 
Marymount University
Marywood University
Massachusetts Institute of 
 Technology
Massachusetts Maritime 
 Academy

Massachusetts College of  
 Pharmacy &  
 Health Sciences
Mercy College
Merrimack College
Michigan State University
Mitchell College
Monmouth University
Mount Saint Mary College
New England College
Nichols College
Northeastern University
Northwestern University
Pace University
Paul Smith’s College
Pennsylvania State   
 University 
Providence College
Purdue University
Quinnipiac University
Rensselaer Polytechnic 
 Institute
Roanoke College
Rochester Institute of  
 Technology
Roger Williams University
Sacred Heart University
Saint Francis University
Saint Joseph’s University
Saint Louis University
Saint Michael’s College

Salve Regina University
Santa Clara University
Seton Hall University
Siena College
Springfield College
St John’s University
St Lawrence University
Stonehill College
Suffolk University
SUNY College of  
 Environmental Science 
SUNY Morrisville 
Syracuse University
Temple University
The Catholic University  
 of America
The Citadel
The George Washington  
 University
The New School 
The Ohio State University
The University of Alabama
The University of Arizona
The University of Scranton
Tulane University
The United States Air  
 Force Academy
The United States Merchant  
 Marine Academy
University of Colorado
University of Connecticut

University of Dayton
University of Delaware
University of Hartford
University of Maine
University of Maryland
University of   
 Massachusetts
University of Miami
University of New England
University of New   
 Hampshire
University of North   
 Carolina
University of Notre Dame
University of Rhode Island
University of Rochester
University of South   
 Carolina
University of Vermont
Valdosta State University
Villanova University
Wake Forest University
Washington and Lee  
 University
Wentworth Institute of  
 Technology
West Virginia University
Western New England  
 University
Worcester Polytechnic  
 Institute
Xavier University



The First 50th Class Reunion
Class of 1966

SJ History will be celebrated this year

Homecoming Weekend October 28-30, 2016
Reunion Co-Chairs Ray Baldwin & Patty Gallagher Eng reflect on the importance  

of celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the first graduating class.

The Class of ’66 was tasked with 
creating an identity for future 
classes, our sports teams  
struggled to be respected on  
the fields and courts. Students 
worked hard to gain respect with 
colleges and universities. In the 
end, after 50 years, we’ve made 
our mark in the world. There have 
been many success stories and  
as we near retirement we are 
proud to have been a part of the  
wonderful St Joseph experience.

The St Joseph Class of 1966 was 
unique in many respects. Not  
only was it the first class to  
graduate, it was the first class to 
go to war. Thirteen of us enlisted 
or were drafted into the armed 
forces and seven of us served 
in Vietnam—only one did not 
return, Robert Leska, who was  
killed in action on May 5, 1968.  
To my knowledge, the only 
graduate in the school’s history  
to die in combat. May he always 
be remembered.
-Ray Baldwin ‘66

Now is the time to come home to Joe!  
Let’s get together to reflect on the good times 

gone by and celebrate what we started.  
You will be amazed at what  

St Joseph High School has become  
and its bright future ahead.

Join our Facebook group!
Search for “SJ Class of 1966 Reunion”  

and click “Join”
Want to be on the planning committee? 

Email alumni@sjcadets.org
More information to come. Share the  

news with your classmates. Update your 
information sjcadets.org/alumniupdate

We’ve come a long way from  
the 1st year of St Joseph High 
School on the top floor of St 
Jude’s School in Monroe. We 
were the 1st girls’ class, attending 
basketball games and having  
dinner at Mary’s General Store  
on Route 111. Classes with all 
girls, uniforms below our knees 
and Sister Alphonsine our  
Principal. That was 50 years  
ago. Could that be possible?  
Our memories 50 years ago  
of our high school experience 
have evolved.

That same school is now a  
vibrant, Christ centered  
community which practices  
the family values of love and  
celebrating each other. It excels 
in the arts and athletics as  
well as outreach to the  
disenfranchised. There is room 
for everyone’s gifts. In this year of 
2016, I welcome back the Class  
of 1966 in October. Our patron,  
St Joseph would be proud to  
call his high school “home” and  
welcome us. “Ite ad Joseph”
- Patty Gallagher Eng ‘66
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I then went to a Catholic high school 
and immediately embraced the sense of 
order and decorum that reigned there. 
Students were well-behaved, everyone did 
their homework, classes were about real 
learning—not just simple class control. And 
the people there made a point of getting to 
know me by name. 

In many ways my passion for Catholic  
school education stems from my public 
school experience. 

At St Joes, the sense of community is 
palpable. It’s thick. Alums rave about the 
place and jump at every opportunity to return 
for sporting events or social gatherings. The 
teachers are equally passionate. They love 
their school and they love the pervading 
sense of community. They are committed to 
the school’s mission and enjoy the craft  
of teaching.

This is the St Joes difference: here students 
find the academic order and rigor that one 
expects from a top, college preparatory 
program, enveloped in a profound sense 
of shared Catholic values. At St Joes the 
cultivation of community and individual  
self-worth are deliberate and efforts to 
engage the world and the wider community 
are intentional.  

M
y twin sister and I attended the same large,  
departmentalized, public junior high school. It was a 
vast complex in the town in Massachusetts where we 

grew up. She thrived there and chose to remain in the public  
system through the end of high school. I hated it and bolted the 
first chance I could. Although it was well-resourced, to me, the 
public school seemed cold and impersonal. No one seemed to 
know (or care) who I was and I went from being a straight-A  
student to one who did as little work as possible. 

“Academic rigor” is the reason why our 
Advanced Placement courses produce  
pass-rates that eclipse national averages 
and it is why we will offer 17 Advanced 
Placement courses next year. And it is why we 
are going toe-to-toe with elite prep schools 
in innovative programming: a schoolwide 
one-to-one iPad program, immersion 
travel experiences to South America (’16) 
and Asia (’17), a wide range of world 
languages (Spanish, Italian, Mandarin, and 
French) as well as dual enrollment courses 
in international conflict resolution (given 
at SJHS for course credit at UCONN) and 
courses in World Religions (given at SJHS for 
course credit at Sacred Heart University).

There is more as well. 
We do not want to simply compete with 
the large, well-resourced public school 
systems and the elite prep schools around 
us. We want to move far and fast to become 
the premier college preparatory school in 
Southern Connecticut in a manner consistent 
with our own specific traditions, values,  
and mission. 

To that end, we are building a low-impact 
boardwalk through our wetlands so that our 
ecology and biology students can do field 
research. We are constructing a new “Student 
Commons” in the space of the former Mary 

The St Joes Difference 

STATE OF THE SCHOOL

Kenney Library. It will be a professional,  
well-attired gathering place for students to 
talk quietly among themselves and/or to work 
in groups. It will also open into our Student 
Courtyard. The Student Commons will align 
with our efforts to give St Joes the look and 
feel of a college campus. 

We are also intent on expanding our athletic 
resources with regard to field space and a 
proposed Wellness Center, facilities worthy 
of a school that has won 10 state athletic 
championship titles in the past two years.

When the NEASC Visiting Team visited 
St Joes in November, they were deeply 
impressed by what they observed. 
Repeatedly they remarked that “St Joes is  
on the cusp of greatness,” and that  
“St Joes is stepping out into its own.” 

All true. 
The maroon and gold threads of our 
collective past are weaving the fabric of our 
own, distinctive future. 

Dr James Keane, Principal

by James Keane, Principal
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ALUMNI NEWS

Brian Kelly ‘79 & Joy Jessup Kelly ‘79  
Brian and I first met in Br George’s 
homeroom freshman year, but didn’t really 
get to know each other well until senior year. 
We began dating during college and were 
married in July of 1986. This July 26 we will 
celebrate our 30th wedding anniversary. 
What makes this story so special is that both 
of Brian’s brothers (Jack Kelly ‘76 and Greg 
Kelly ‘81) also met and married St Joseph 
High School classmates (Karen Halloran Kelly 
‘76, and Margaret McGuire Kelly ‘81). While 
Brian’s younger sister did not attend St Joes, 
she did happen to marry a St Joes graduate, 
Michael De Rosa ‘88.

On January 21, some friends from the class 
of ’67 got together to have dinner with Sister 
Jean McLoughlin (formerly Sister Marc Marie) 
at the home of Sheila Wade in Bethany. 
Sheila apologizes to all those who would 
have loved to come and maybe there will 
be another opportunity. We spent the whole 
evening reminiscing about our years at St 
Joes under the tutelage of the wonderful 
School Sisters of Notre Dame. What we 
seemed to love the most were the all-girl 
classes, the nuns who had such a strong and 
lasting influence on our lives, the friendships 
and, of course, all the laughs we had.

1960s

1970s
1980s

Steve D’Agostino ‘81. Steve has been 
singing along with his quartet, The Great 
American Songbook, for 30 years now 
and just recently released his second CD 
“Live at The Metropolitan Room.” Along 
with many other venues, such as Las Vegas 
and CT Casinos, Steve performed at The 
Metropolitan Room in NYC four times in 2015 
and is excited about this new CD release. His 
first CD,“A Chapter from The Great American 
Songbook,” is available on iTunes and has 
sold internationally since 2011. To see more: 
www.stevedagostino.com

Founded in 1978, Brian ’80 & Christine ’80 
McHugh joined Black Pine Printing,  
the family business in 1993 and created  
2 new divisions, www.bqdirect.com &  
www.blackpineprinting.com. They specialize 
in Custom Printing, Direct Mail & Corporate 
Wearable’s and proudly have many alumni 
friends from St Joes on their client list. Brian 
& Chris met at St Joes in 1979 and have been 
happily married since 1985. They have 3 
children and live in Monroe. 

Eileen McNamara Douglas ’76 pictured with 
daughter Molly and John ‘Johnny’ McNamara 
Mele, born November 14, 2014 in West Palm 
Beach, FL.

Nine graduates of the class of 1984 
celebrated their 50th birthdays in historical, 
Charlestown, SC. 
 

Pictured from left to right are Lynn Toussaint 
Hamberg, Pat Kennedy Caruso, Sister Jean 
McLoughlin, Laurene Firmender Wallace, Sally 
O’Donnnell Austin, Sheila Wade and Sister 
Kathleen Kelly. 

Pictured above, Laura (Falanga) Wilson,  
Claire (Mealey) Ingwersen, Kim (Belichick)  
Bradley, Elaine (Vanasse) DeLuca, Elizabeth 
(Tierney) Greenwood, Susan (Greenwood)  
Adams, Kate Murphy, Patty (Huffman) Marr  
& Beth (Dalling) Michalka
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1990s

Chris Delmonico ‘85 is pictured in front of 
The Lazy Dog Tavern. Known by many as 
“Chubby,” Delmonico has successfully run 
a series of Chubby’s Restaurants in various 
locations since the mid-nineties beginning 
with his first location in Derby. Guests can 
expect an eclectic “comfort food” menu 
ranging from Philly Cheesesteaks, Eggrolls, 
to Seafood Tacos. The restaurant serves 
about 150 dinners each night. For every rib 
purchased, The Lazy Dog will donate $1 to 
the American Cancer Society in memory of 
William Delmonico ’83 who lost his battle 
with cancer.

Michael and Gina Caseria-Cassese ’94 
announce the birth of baby Brooklyn Sophia 
May 6, 2015. She’s joins big brother Barrett 
and big sister Mia.
 

Fr John Connaughton ’94 has been 
appointed Director of Vocations in the 
Diocese of Bridgeport. Congratulations  
on your appointment Fr John!

Brian A Pounds / Hearst Connecticut Media

ALUMNI NEWS

Carlos Reinoso Jr ’95 has recently been 
appointed to Monroe’s Board of Education. 
Carlos is currently the Director of Dr Robert 
E Appleby School Based Health Centers, a 
Program of the Human Services Council. In 
this role, he manages all of the health care 
centers in the Norwalk Public Schools. For 
the past year, he had been the director of the 
Mid-Fairfield Substance Abuse Coalition at 
Human Services Council in Norwalk. Carlos 
has a Master of Science in Management 
and Organizational Leadership, a Bachelor 
of Science in both Psychology and Human 
Services, along with additional certifications 
and training in behavioral healthcare  
and gerontology.

Robert Saraco ’93 and Vincent Marini ’95 
opened Crush Sports Bar and Wood Fired 
Pizza in Milford, CT.

Laura Woods Massey ’96 and husband 
Peter Massey announce the birth of Griffin 
Woods Massey, born October 24, 2015. 
Griffin joins sister Mia, and brothers Graham 
and Mitchell.

2000s

Emily Marino Schellhorn ’04 is supporting 
a global initiative at her organization, 
Medtronic, to look at the Asia Pacific market 
on surgical products. She has traveled to 
Singapore, South Korea and Thailand to 
meet with the sellers, hospitals and key 
opinion leaders to better understand the 
market, trends and purchasing decisions 
of the regions and build a training plan to 
support their sales team. 

Chris ‘96 & Christine Schrade announce 
the birth of Autumn Leigha Schrade, born 
December 10, 2015, 5lbs, 14.5oz. 



The 2000-2010 
reunion was a blast! 
Over 300 alumni were in attendance 
and a great time was had by all.  
Music was provided by Saved by the 
90s. Johnny Vazzano ’80, catered the 
event. Johnny generously treated 
everyone to a free pizza after-party at 
Vazzy’s. Westport Auction, owned by 
Katie Wannamaker Worrell ‘00,  
provided a Candy Bar experience that 
ended the reunion on a sweet note.

Alumni were able to see all the  
improvements at the school and  
visit with teachers and friends from 
long ago. It’s hard to believe that  
the Class of 2000 was celebrating  
15 years!

Visit sjcadets.org/alumni to see  
more pictures from the event,  
as well as to keep up with Alumni  
happenings year-round.

A special thank you to all the class 
agents, and to all the people who 
worked overtime to ensure the  
2000-2010 reunion was a success!

Connect With Us!
Alumni & Parent  
Business Directory 
Showcase your business with the SJ family!  
Visit www.sjcadets.org/businessinfo to update today!

 Young Alumni Society 
Calling all SJ alumni 18-30ish! Are you looking to stay 
involved with the SJ community, but aren’t sure how? 
Interested in reconnecting with former classmates, but  
still have a few years before your reunion? The Young 
Alumni Society is being formed to bring fun and  
exciting events geared towards our most recent alumni.  
If you are interested in joining or keeping up with the  
latest news, register at www.sjcadets.org/yas. The  
co-chairs for this committee will be in touch–Kelly  
Gavin ‘09 and Joe Guerra ‘09. Even if you don’t live  
locally (especially you college students!), we would love  
to have you be a part of the committee to share  
your ideas! 

 Volunteers Needed—
Office of Advancement
It is the goal of the Advancement Office to support  
simple, sustainable programs to further the mission  
of St Joseph High School. The ultimate goal of our  
department is the engagement and support of  
our community and to provide a meaningful vision.  
Our Parents and Alumni execute this vision through 
volunteerism, fundrasing and service.

Not Every Donation is Monetary
Get Involved at www.sjcadets.org/volunteer

Each year volunteers work on various committees,  
each headed by a chairperson(s), and are responsible  
for a part of the overall effort. Volunteers make up the 
body of each committee, lending their time and talents  
to many activities. As in the case of the Maroon & Gold 
Gala, soliciting auction donations, writing the program  
and auction book, creating decorations, making calls,  
and event set-up/clean-up are just some of the areas 
where volunteer help is vital.
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ALUMNI NEWS

Dr Matthew Cellini, MD, Capt USAF  
MC ‘05 took time from his Christmas Holiday 
to give back to his alma mater. He spent the 
day speaking to Dr Walsh’s Anatomy classes 
and Mrs Cellini’s Honors Genetics class. Dr 
Cellini shared his experience with the students 
as he discussed his path to becoming an 

David Hashemi ’07 and Stephanie Melkus 
’08 got engaged in June 2015 in Newport, RI. 
Their wedding is planned for 2016. Maureen Gutowski ’09 writes that her 

daughter just turned 4 years old on February 
7th. Maureen is continuing to study to 
become a Surgical Vet Tech at NCC. She  
has added on to her future studies her  
dream of pursuing a BA in Equine Science 
and a Minor in Marine Biology. Maureen’s 
brother is currently a senior at SJ. 

Amanda Riley Hall ’08 is on Active Duty 
with the US NAVY. Amanda is attending 
American Military University and is stationed 
in Washington, DC. 
 

Justin Leach ’09 is currently in his last year 
working with the Brotherhood of Hope as a 
Catholic Missionary at Rutgers, New Jersey. 
After May 2016, he will return to his career in 
Computer Engineering. Justin told Alumni 
Affairs that being with the Brotherhood has 
been an amazing experience. 
 

ER Trauma physician. He encouraged the 
students to set goals and to create plans 
to reach those goals taking one step at a 
time. He also challenged them to learn from 
setbacks, disappointments and failures as 
these are important motivators. To those 
intending to study medicine or a health care 
related field he said, ”Remember it is always 
about the patient… You will be learning a 
magical, mysterious, beautiful art that only a 
few people know or understand… With this 
knowledge comes power and with this power 
comes responsibility!”

Lauren Macauley ’06 and Joseph  
DeSantis ’05 were married October 31, 
2015. Thank you for sharing your SJ pride 
and sharing your special day with your alumni 
family. The majority of the wedding party is 
from St Joes as well! SJ alums pictured in  
the photo with the bride and groom are 
Rachael DeSantis ’10, Kim Macauley ’03, 
Robert Fers ’05, Sean Zandan ’05 and  
RJ Kmetzo ‘05.
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Thank you to our alumni, 
family and friends who made 
Homecoming 2015 such a 
success! Many alumni stopped 
by to say “hi” and joined us as 
we cheered on SJ. SJ defeated 
Fairfield Warde at Dalling Sports 
Complex. Thank you to John 
Vazzano ’80 who generously 
sponsored the Alumni Tent.
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ALUMNI NEWS

Alec Ciambriello (Alec Chambers) ‘13 
played his first ever headlining concert at 
Webster Hall in New York City on February 
18. In the summer of 2015, he auditioned for 
American Idol judges Keith Urban, Jennifer 
Lopez, and Harry Connick Jr. Alec recently 
got back from a songwriting trip to Nashville 
and has plans to go back in the coming 
months. A list of Alec’s upcoming shows can 
be seen at aleccmusic.com. Photo credit is to 
Chelsea Blackman.

Jake Zimmer ‘15 is making his mark in the 
Bryant University community. He is currently 
hosting a sports radio talk show on WJMF 
Radio, a Providence-based FM radio station.  
Jake interviewed former NFL player Marques 
Ogden on February 5, who gave excellent 
insight on his NFL experiences and current 
business endeavors. Jake also recently served 
as the MC for the Bryant University Northeast 
Entrepreneurship Conference (BUNEEC), 
where more than 200 young entrepreneurs 
gathered to hear keynotes from corporate 
leaders and moguls.

Sara Martino ‘14 is currently in her second 
year of the 5 year Physician Assistant program 
at Philadelphia University. Last May, Sara 
traveled to Nicaragua with Philadelphia 
University’s chapter of Global Medical 
Brigades on a medical mission and helped 
treat over 1,300 patients. This May, Sara 
will be participating in her second medical 
mission to work with under-resourced 
communities in Honduras to improve their 
health care system. Last summer, Sara 
gave up a good portion of her summer to 
complete EMT training. Recently she passed 
both the cognitive and psychomotor exams 
and is now a Certified Emergency Medical 
Technician. Sara’s interest in the sciences and, 
in particular, the medical field was piqued in 
Dr Walsh’s Anatomy and Physiology class.
 

Emily Recupero‘15 is attending UConn 
School of Business. She has just been named 
to the Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Society 
at UConn. Emily also has just returned from 
a mission trip to Nicaragua with the UConn 
Water Brigade. The group worked every day 
for 9 days, digging trenches to lay pipes to 
bring water to a community in need. They 
also worked with the children in another 
community to educate them in healthy living 
practices to prevent the spread of disease. 

Casey Miller ’10 is currently in her second 
year of law school. She recently started a 
company with a current student at Fairfield 
University, called RHInoHOPE. RHInoHOPE is 
dedicated to bringing awareness about rhinos 
by selling adorable merchandise that will help 
support the International Rhino Foundation. 
Rhinos are on their top of the endangered 
species list and are close to becoming extinct 
because of poaching. Currently, they sell 
t-shirts and stickers and will add bracelets 
soon. Their website is www.rhinohope.com 
or email sales@rhinohope.com. They can be 
found on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

Thomas McHugh ’11 graduated from 
Providence College and received his BA in 
2015. He is currently working as a Senior 
Technical Recruiter at Robert Half Technology 
in Boston. 

Lauren Fernandez ‘10 was engaged to 
Timothy Curtin on New Years Eve 2015!
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St Joseph High School’s 
Past, Present and Future  

Ladies Luncheon
Warm hugs, beautiful smiles and much  
laughter filled the rooms of Brooklawn  
Country Club in Fairfield on Sunday,  
March 13, as the women of the community  
kicked-off a week-long celebration that lead 
up to the Feast Day at St Joseph High School.

Not only did the ladies in attendance of this sold-out 
event enjoy a signature cocktail—the St Joes  
Cadet-tini—there was shopping…and plenty of it.  

The entire second floor of Brooklawn Country  
Club was transformed into a magnificent boutique  
with more than 20 specialty shops. Guests had the  
opportunity to bid on amazing silent auction items,  
such as “Hassel-Free Graduation Package,” which  
included VIP seating and parking for the 2016  
Commencement. There were also beautiful raffle  
baskets, including Kate Spade, Tommy Bahama and a  
“Night on the Town.”

The luncheon featured special keynote speakers,  
Jenny Hubbard and Sandy Previdi, whose daughters 
Catherine and Caroline were both victims of the Sandy 
Hook tragedy. During their address, the mothers spoke 
of how their deep faith in God sustained them. How God 
has a plan for everyone. They offered much hope and 
added much light to our St Joseph family. They received 
a long-lasting standing ovation for their talk.

St Joseph High School would like to thank the co-chairs 
of this event Trish Trefz P ’13, ‘15, ‘16, ’16, Stacey  
Basso Wymbs ‘89 P ’18, and Vicky Pelletier P ‘13, ‘16, ‘17. 
Trish Trefz and Rosemary Collins ‘76 P ‘05, ‘12,  
the creators of this event, were also recognized on  
this 4th anniversary.

St Joseph High School is very grateful to our  
generous major sponsors: Chris and Trish Trefz,  
The Bellows Family, Triple S Carpet & Drapery  
Cleaners, Chris and Lorraine Wilson, BTX Global  
Logistics and O’Keefe Controls Co.
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ATHLETIC HIGHLIGHTS

The St Joseph High School Varsity Girls Soccer team won the Class L  
State Championship for 2015-2016.

New Tennis Director 
Announced
Steve O’Keefe has been appointed our  
new Tennis Director. This newly created 
position will oversee both the girls and boys 
tennis programs. Mr O’Keefe will focus on 
player skill and team development. Steve  
has been involved in the tennis industry in 
many capacities from teaching professionals,  
tennis camp director, and high school coach.

From 2001-2008, Steve oversaw multiple 
tennis operations for Town Sports 
International, the largest chain of multi-
purpose clubs in the Northeast. From there 
he went on to manage Tennis Central, a 
five court indoor/outdoor tennis facility in 
Woodbridge, CT. For the past two years 
Steve has been the Director of Tennis 
at The Club of Riverdale in NYC. From 
2009-2013, Steve led the Branford High 
School Boys Tennis Team to 5 consecutive 
state tournaments, finishing in the top 5 
each year and finishing 2nd in 2010. Steve 
played collegiately at Western Connecticut 
State University, and is a certified tennis 
teaching professional with the United States 
Professional Tennis Association. 

“We are very excited to add Steve O’Keefe 
to our tennis coaching staff. Steve brings a 
wealth of knowledge and an outstanding 
tennis background to our programs. Our goal 
is to increase our player’s skill development 
through high level practices, become more 
competitive in the highly talented FCIAC 
tennis league and create more exposure of 
our girls and boys tennis programs within 
the greater community,” noted Assistant 
Principal for Athletics, Kevin Butler.

Jenna Bike ’16 
National High School Coaches 
Association Player of the Year 2015-2016 
Connecticut All-American Gatorade  
Girls Soccer Player of the Year and 
Featured in the February 8 Edition  
of Sports Illustrated Magazine

In mid-February, Jenna Bike ’16 was named 
the Gatorade Connecticut Girls Soccer Player 
of the Year for a second year in a row.

St Joes is also excited to let everyone know 
Jenna was featured in the February 8 edition 
of Sports Illustrated Magazine’s Faces in the 
Crowd section. Way to go Jenna, we are  
very proud of you! Thank you to Owen 
Boneventura ’16 for taking the photo  
of Jenna.

Jenna signed a National Letter of Intent to 
Division 1 Boston College this past winter.

SJ Athletics Welcomes New 
Head Varsity Coaches:

• Leeland Gray – Girls Lacrosse
• Brendan Talbot – Boys Lacrosse
•  Christopher Blackwell – Boys Indoor/ 

Outdoor Track
• Joe DellaVecchia – Boys Golf

Coach Jack Nogueira  
Named Finalist
The National High School Athletic Coaches 
Association announced that Coach Jack 
Nogueira is a finalist for the National High 
School Athletic Coaches Association Coach 
of the Year in soccer. Eight finalists from 
across the nation will be honored during The 
National Coach of the Year Awards Banquet in 
Louisville, KY on June 29, 2016.

Coach Nogueira was selected by the 
state’s high school coaches’ association. 
The nominees and finalists are evaluated 
by experts in the field of coaching using a 
sport-specific rubrics to assign points in each 
category. The National High School Athletic 
Coaches Association is the oldest coaches 
association in the nation formed by coaches, 
for coaches, and has been recognizing 
national coaches of the year since 1978. Jack  
Nogueira has elevated girls soccer at St Joes 
to a premiere level and made it a showcase 
sport at St Joes.
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2016 Golf Outing/  
Sponsorships Available 
The 4th Annual St Joseph Athletic 
Association Golf Tournament will be played 
at the beautiful Mill River Country Club on 
Tuesday, June 7. The tournament this year will 
support our Athletic Facilities including the 
new Health & Wellness Center and Turf Field. 

Though the tournament is sold out, 
sponsorships are available. Join us to  
support a fun-filled day of golf while 
supporting a great facility project for the  
St Joes community.
  
Every dollar we raise through your 
sponsorships and advertising directly 
benefits our student-athletes. Thank you for 
participating in this great outing and we look 
forward to seeing you on June 7. For more 
information contact kbutler@sjcadets.org or 
visit www.sjcadets.org/sjgolftourney. 

Jada Harris ‘16 Wins  
Class M Hurdle
Jada Harris ‘16 won first, second and 
third places in the Class M Indoor Track 
Championships held in New Haven on 
February 13. Jada won the 55-meter hurdles in 
8.51, was second in the 55-meter dash in 7.65, 
and took third in the high jump at 5-0. Jada 
went onto become the North East Champion.

James Mas First in SJ History 
to Earn All-New England  
Honors Places 24th in the 
Championships

SJ senior, 
James Mas, 
earned All-New 
England honors, 
placing 24 in 
the November 
New England 
Cross Country 
Championships 
at Thetford 
Academy. 

Mas finished the challenging course in 16 
minutes, 49 seconds, the seventh fastest 
among Connecticut runners.
 
“This capped off an outstanding high school 
career for James,” said St Joseph coach 
David Scrivines. “This was the toughest 
course we’ve raced on this season and James 
really met the challenge today.”
 
Similar to the Connecticut State Open, in 
which James was aiming for a top-25 finish, 
place was the primary goal in the New 
England championships. The top 25 finishers 
earned All-New England honors. James 
started out in 68th place at the one-mile mark 
before moving up to 50th at the one-and-a-
half mile mark, and was running 26th with just 
1,000 meters to go.
 
James is the first St Joseph runner to earn 
All-New England honors. A total of 257 
runners competed in the race.

Photo courtesy of Trumbull Times

Seven of our student athletes signed NCAA 
Letters of Intent in February to play college 
athletics at the Div I and II level next year. 
We congratulate Nicole Williams-Softball-
Manhattan College, Div I; Nick Zannis-X-
Country-Merrimack College, Div II; Mike 

Congratulations Tyler 
Matakevich ’11
Tyler Matakevich ’11 is this year’s winner of 
the Bronko Nagurski Award, which is awarded 
annually to the nation’s top college defensive 
player. The Temple University linebacker 
accepted the honor from the Charlotte 
Touchdown Club in conjunction with the 
Football Writers Association banquet. In 
addition the Nagurski award, Tyler has also 
received the Bednarik Award Nations top 
defensive player; Consensus 1st Team All 
American; ESPN 1st team All American; 
FWAA 1st team All American; AP 1st team  
All American; and Sporting News 2nd team 
All American. “It couldn’t happen to a nicer 
guy, because there is no nicer guy than Ty,” 
Dr Fitz said.

Photo courtesy of Temple University

Congratulations to SJ Varsity Cheer on 
your “Three-Peat” Back to Back to Back
Class M State Championships!

Sudora-Lacrosse-Le Moyne College, Div II; 
Cameron Ryan-Football-Cornell University, 
Div I; Marissa Grasso-Soccer-Bryant 
University, Div I; Leah Lewis-Soccer-Colgate 
University, Div I; and Jenna Bike-Soccer-
Boston College, Div I.

NCAA National Letter of Intent Signing 2016



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Senior Honors Biology 
Visits Partner Schools for 
Presentations
Mrs Lisa Cellini’s Senior Honors  
Level I Genetics class visited  
St James and St Jude schools, where 
they presented 40 minute presentations 
to the 6th, 7th and 8th grades as part  
of their final for the class. This project 
was designed to allow student 
exploration of topics in genetics, 
enhance public speaking skills, and  
encourage the 6th, 7th and 8th  
grade students to use the scientific 
method in their science classes.

Evan DeBenedetto ’16 was named one of the 
165 YoungArts finalists in Dance/Tap this Fall. He 
participated in a week long intensive on the Miami 
campus, taking master classes and workshops with 
internationally renowned leaders. Through the 
YoungArts program, Evan was nominated as one 
of the 60 Presidential Scholar Finalists in the Arts. 
A tremendous honor for Evan and St Joes. Evan 
is currently an Elite Protégé with The Pulse On 
Tour Dance Convention and travels the country 
for their 2015-2016 season, assisting top working 
choreographers in the industry today.
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Freshman Honors Biology 
Completes 12 Week Study
Mrs Cellini’s Honors Level I Freshman 
Biology class presented their findings of a 
12 week project to Dr Keane. The students 
studied and observed Winogradsky Tubes 
that they created from sediment and water 
collected from local sources. They mined 
their data and made conclusions regarding 
the micro-ecosystems and biological niches 
they observed over 12 weeks. They also 
developed web pages to help organize and 
present their experiment, data, results,  
and conclusions.



Pinwheels
By Betsy Sorrentino ’76

Members of the freshman class and students  
in Mrs Sorrentino’s extracurricular clubs recently 
participated in the Students Rebuild Healing Classrooms 
Challenge. 275 multicolored pinwheels were created  
to support the rebuilding of classrooms for Syrian refugee 
children. The Bezos Family Foundation will donate two 
dollars for every pinwheel made and mailed by for this 
challenge. The combined effort of our students has 
resulted in a $555 donation toward the rebuilding of 
classrooms for conflict-affected Syrian youth.

McKenna Mase ’16 performed her senior 
piano recital in January at The Steinway 
Piano Gallery in Westport. Her teacher is  
Dr Tomoko Uchino. 
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Since November, Mrs Juliann Moskowitz,  
said, “The virtual reality viewers are made 
from cardboard and the user simply  
places a cell phone inside the form.”  
Mrs Moskowitz has been purchasing the 
“apps”, such as Google Streetview  
and Cardboard for Google that can be  
used to do the same thing.

For more information on the Google 
Expeditions Pioneer Program, visit  
http://google.com/expeditions. 

Thanks to the dedication of SJ’s World 
Language Chair, Mr Kevin Carey, our 
students were immersed in Google’s new 
Pioneer Program, which took them thousands 
of miles away without leaving Trumbull.

Google Expeditions, which launched in May 
2015, is a technology that allows teachers 
to take their classes on virtual field trips, 
bringing abstract concepts to life, and giving 
students a deeper understanding of the 
world beyond the classroom. Teachers can 
bring students to museums, other continents 
or even outerspace, using Google Cardboard 
viewers and virtual reality content accessible 
through mobile phones.  

Far Away Lands via Google Expeditions 
at St Joes
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Eric Babineau, brother of Jeff Babineau, 
current coach and Assistant Athletic Director, 
Uncle of Cory Babineau ’17.

Richard Budnick ’85, brother of Robert 
Budnick ’77 and Christina Smith ‘82. 

Nancy Capasso, grandmother of Katie ’06 
and Carly ’12 Capasso.

Michele Cayer, son of Marguerite, current 
staff member.

Eileen Collins, mother of Tom and his wife 
Laurie Collins, both current faculty members.

JoAnn Simko Fasanella ’85, sister of  
Charles ’81 and Lynn ’80 Simko.

Jack Fitzgerald, father of Jim ’71, Maureen 
’72, John ’75, Joseph ’79 and Jean ’81. 

Frances Gallagher, grandfather of Mary 
Gallagher Dineen ‘88. Great grandfather of 
Brian ‘18 and Tim ‘16 Dineen.

Patsy T Gasparrini, father of Karl Gasparrini 
’90. Grandfather of John ’19 and Joseph ’16 
Gasparrini.

Elizabeth Hall, mother of Kathleen Hoefer 
’90, Patrick Hall ’92. Grandmother of Brianna 
’09 and Tierney ’16 Hall.

Barbara Hillis, mother of Susan Young ’72, 
Karen Belles ’75, Judith Hillis ’77, Richard 
Hillis ’71, Paul Hillis ’71, Michael Hillis ’79, 
predeceased by her son Timothy J Hillis, 
M.D. ’75.

Kevin Martin ‘79

Maral Massaro, mother of  
Nicolette Massaro ’13.

Anthony Molochko, grandfather of Joseph 
Marcello ’94 and Lisa Marcello Palmieri ‘97

Ramonita Muniz, mother in law of Jose Villa, 
current staff member.

Mass Intentions

John Pavia, grandfather of John ‘12 and  
Luca ‘15 Imbimbo.

Sister Lorraine Pianka, former faculty 
member.

William Vincent Rodgerson, father-in-law of 
Joanne Rodgerson, current staff member.

Leah Marie Rondon, daughter of Henry 
Rondon, principal at Kolbe Cathedral.

Howard Rowan ’78, brother of Richard J 
Rowan ’80.

Sally Shea, mother of Sally Gress ’72, Dick 
’75 and Jean Breiner Shea ’76, Tim Shea ’77, 
John Shea ’80, Ed Shea ’81, Mary Newell ’82. 
Grandmother of Amy Gress ’01.

Anna Tranchina, mother of Juliann 
Moskowitz, current staff member.

Anne Zimmerman, past staff member,  
mother of Robert ’70, Patricia ’71 and  
James ‘80.

Annual Masses
Edward Caliendo, husband to prior 
administrator and teacher Joan Caliendo. 
Father to Karen Corcoran ’77, Mary Rather 
’78, Edward Caliendo ’80, Amy Threshie ’82. 
Grandfather to Joan ’09, Patrick ’11,  
Ryan ’14. Uncle to Michael DellaVecchia ’80 
and Joseph DellaVecchia ‘81.

Robert & Helen Dalton Mallon, parents 
of Karen Dalton ‘70, Coleen Dalton Agvent 
‘73 and her husband Don ‘73, Lynn Dalton 
Mallon ‘75, Bob Dalton ‘79. Grandparents  
of Patrick ’95, James ’99, Brian ’02 and  
Steven ’04 Mallon, Donald ’02 and  
Timothy ’05 Agvent; and Bob Dalton ‘05.

Daily masses are celebrated in the Alumni Chapel at 8:15am throughout the year. All are welcome to attend. An individual may ask  

to offer a Mass for several reasons: in thanksgiving, for the intentions of another person (such as to pray for recovery from an illness)  

or to celebrate a happy event such as a special anniversary. Mass intentions may also be offered to pray for the repose of the  

soul of someone who has died. For more information or to schedule a mass, contact Director of Engagement and Development,  

Michele Gomez Krasznai, CFRE ’89 at mkrasznai@sjcadets.org. 

Julia Fry, former school nurse.

Michelle Guido, sister of Suzanne  
Silvestro ’80, current staff member. Aunt  
of Louis ’14 and Joseph ’16 Silvestro.

Genevieve Leso, former faculty member, 
mother of Jeanne Leso Pellegrino ’89  
and Mark Leso ‘87.

Stephen Masella ‘06

Rev Msgr Lawrence McMahon,  
former Spiritual Director.

Angelina Um, daughter of  
Nicole Oberson Um ‘94.

James O’Connor, father of Mary  
(Charlie ’74) Wilson former staff member  
and grandfather of Kathleen ’06, James ’02 
and Timothy ’00 Wilson.

John & Clara Ondecko, parents of  
Barbara Ondecko Pezzullo ’66.

James & Catherine Pezzullo,  
in laws of Barbara Ondecko Pezzullo ‘66.

David Wade, husband of Lynn Bodnar  
Wade ’70 and father of Scott ’93, Kristy 
Gabriel ’96 and Jennifer Scofield ’00.  
Brother of Tom Wade ’72 and  
Debbie Snow ’71.

Charles J Wilson Sr, father of  
Charles J Wilson ’74, Margaret Wilson  
Koning ’78, Brigid Wilson LaBash ’83,  
Mary Wilson Topham ’75, Matthew  
Wilson ’86, Thomas Wilson ’81.  
Father in law of Mary O’Connor Wilson, 
former staff member, Mark Topham ’74  
and Laura Falanga Wilson ’84. Grandfather  
of James ’02, Kathleen ’06 and Timothy ’00 
Wilson, Katherine ’14 and Emma ’16 LaBash, 
Kristopher Sharan ’02 and Meaghan  
Sharan ’08, Jeff Wilson ‘14.



With a gift to the St Joseph  
Fund, you can make an  
impact today!

St Joseph Fund 
2015-2016

Scholarships  Clubs & Activities  Music

Arts  Athletics Technology

You can make a difference! 

Join the Class of 2016
They are committed to making a difference and 
leaving a legacy. Thank you to our Class of 2016 
co-chairs of the Senior Class Giving Campaign. 

Margaret Baik Maddie Ronga 
Dana Immerso Kara Saranich

These future alumni are leading their class to 
make a gift to the Campaign and for every 10%  
of participation, an alumni donor will donate 
$1,000 to their campaign! Give a gift today  
in honor of your favorite Senior! 

www.sjcadets.org/seniorgift

Giving is personal. All gifts to the St Joseph Fund make a difference. 
All gifts made before June 30 will be credited to the 2015-2016 campaign and  
will appear in the Fall Communique. 

Contact the Office of Advancement with any questions 203-378-9378 x325

Sasha Davila Russell ‘01 Michele Gomez Krasznai, CFRE ‘89  Dawn Handwerker P ’16, ‘19
Information Systems Director of Engagement &  Special Events Coordinator
Coordinator Development

Participate

Over 9,000 alumni
Over 15,000 parents and friends

You have the choice today to help  
St Joseph High School pursue its mission  
to be the premier Catholic college preparatory  
school in Southern Connecticut. Imagine  
the impact if everyone gave a little today.

www.sjcadets.org/sjfund
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ST JOSEPH HIGH SCHOOL
2320 Huntington Tpke
Trumbull, CT 06611

April 29 & 30 and 
May 6 & 7
Spring Musical- 
The Sound of Music

May 11
Academic Awards 
Banquet

May 15
SJ Couples Mass

May 17 
Fine Arts Night

June 2 
Baccalaureate Mass

June 4 
Graduation

June 7
Athletic Association  
Golf Tournament

September 29
Vines & Steins

October 16
Open House

October 28, 29 & 30
Homecoming Weekend 
Class of 1966 - 50th Reunion

Fall 2016 
Class of 2011 - 5 year Reunion

November 19
Maroon & Gold Gala

www.sjcadets.org

Get Social

Happenings in 2016

For more information, please contact 
Dawn Handwerker, Special Events Coordinator 
dhandwerker@sjcadets.org




