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Week 11: St. Joseph Cadets @ Holy Cross Crusaders
(9-2) (9-2)

December 1, 2009 at 6:30pm
Municipal Stadium - Waterbury

Cadets 56 @ Crusaders 7

Cadets “Crush” Crusaders

Wow!!! What can | say? For those of you who came out
to support our St. Joseph’s Cadets, you witnessed a complete
dismantling of the #1 seeded team, the Holy Cross Crusaders.

In front of a sold out crowd at Municipal Stadium in

Waterbury, and playing in the CIAC Class SS semi-final game,

these Cadets were simply unstoppable. Joseph Della Vecchia
only needed to throw 12 passes recording 165 yards, 4 went for

touchdowns. SJ wide receiver Patrick Mulligan caught 4 passes
for 64 yards with 2 for scores. While Tyler Matakevich rushed
for 132 yards (2 TDs) and added 44 more receiving (1 TD).

The Hogs “D” crucified the poor Crusaders, as the Cadets “O”
scored at will, leaving Holy Cross praying for answers.




What a perfect evening for football where thousands gathered to watch one team’s
season end, while the victor continued on to the Championship game. Gossip filled the
air of talk where one team “blogged” about the other being over-rated, specifically
naming one player. This individual raised the game to a completely different level. He
didn’t need to prove himself to anyone, but the fire that burned inside of him was one like
no other. A personal vendetta as he wore “Over-Rated” written on his person. This
individual was one to be reckoned with leaving it all on the field. His name you ask? No
need. The game wasn’t about him, for he plays for a Team that truly is... extraordinary.

The Hogs took the field to start the game as energy and excitement filled the air.
Holy Cross had no idea what was in store for them. Junior linebacker Sean Chinova led
the way having 10 tackles on the night. On the Crusaders first offensive series, the SJ
“D” shut them down. Tri-Captain’s Russ Renfer and Tony Civitella each had 2 tackles.
Now it was the Cadets turn to show what an explosive offense can really do. On their
first play, Tyler Matakevich pummeled over the Holy Cross defenders for a 30 yard gain.
SJ-QB Joseph Della Vecchia on his first pass hit Patrick Mulligan deep down the right
side of the field for YES... a 42 yard touchdown! The visiting fans roared as the echoes
filled the stadium. On trotted senior kicker Casey Olayos, who kicked the extra point.
Cadets 7 * Crusaders 0

1% quarter and round 2 as Holy Cross took the field again. Strong safety Kevin
Nichols and middle linebacker Matakevich each had 2 tackles plugging up the run game.
Within minutes the poor Crusaders were punting the ball away. Mulligan returned the
ball 26 yards giving St. Joseph’s excellent field position on the home team’s 14 yard line.
Matakevich did his thing! His first carry went for 13 yards and his second found the end
zone. The Cadets were gaining momentum and there was nothing Holy Cross could do to
stop them. Olayos kicked the extra point. Cadets 14 * Crusaders 0

SJ tri-captain, Nick Pulaski recorded his third consecutive special teams tackle
after each of the kick-offs. The man was simply relentless. The Hog’s Chinova had 2
pounding tackles in the series and once again, Holy Cross found themselves punting the
ball away. The St. Joseph’s “O” took the field and made quick work of the Crusaders
defense. Della VVecchia hit wide receiver Jerry Kramer for a 9 yard completion. Does
anyone believe in “D_j_ Vu?” Matakevich, much like his first carry of the game rumbled
for a 29 yard gain. What came next? Della VVecchia completed a 42 yard bomb, but this
time it was to wide receiver Jason Mawicke for another score. Too easy! Olayos kicked
the extra point. Cadets 21 * Crusaders 0

As the 1% quarter was winding down, the Hogs were still fired up. Tom Walczyk
and Civitella each had 2 tackles before the clock expired. The 2" quarter began with 3
straight incomplete passes by the Crusaders. They could not find a weakness in this SJ
defense. The Cadets didn’t take long before scoring again. Della VVecchia connected
with Matakevich on 2 consecutive passes (5, 27) which helped set up another Tyler
touchdown. He rushed up the middle for a 13 yard score. Matakevich was unstoppable.
Olayos kicked the extra point. Cadets 28 * Crusaders 0




Holy Cross, the Class SS #1 seed were dumbfounded as the coaches, the players,
and their fans were all in complete disarray. Kevin Belgrade, the senior SJ defensive
linemen came barreling in on the Crusaders quarterback’s blind-side, sacking him and
causing him to fumble. The Hogs Tim lzzo was right there to recover the ball. St. Joe’s
bench was jumping for joy! The Cadets work horse of an offensive line gave Joe, the
wide receivers and running backs all the time in the world to have their way with Holy
Cross. This “O” line (Ryan Taylor, Nick Pulaski, Nick Francis, Mike Marini and Nick
Adzima) were having their way all night with the Crusaders front four, winning the battle
in the trenches. Matakevich had another carry for 11 more yards, while Della Vecchia
connected with Mulligan for their second time, hitting him on a 9 yard score. Olayos
kicked the extra point. Cadets 35 * Crusaders 0

The Crusaders found themselves in familiar waters again ready to punt the ball,
when SJ senior Nick Prutting came charging in to block the punt. Perfectly timed!
Perfectly executed! St. Joseph’s were now sitting on the Holy Cross 12 yard line. Like
clock work, Matakevich had a 5 yard run, while on the next play Della VVecchia hit Tyler
for a touchdown pass. Olayos kicked the extra point. The Hogs on “D” closed the quarter.

***Half Time: Cadets 42 * Crusaders 0

At the start of the 3" Coach Della Vecchia needed to make sure his Cadets stayed
within the 50 point margin. St. Joseph’s needed to slow the game down a little bit and...
“Take the pedal off the metal.” Kramer returned the kick-off 26 yards. Joe Burns, the
sophomore running back carried the ball twice for 13 yards which helped set up an
attempted 38 yard field goal by Casey. The ball missed wide right, but the drive ate up
most of the 3" quarter. After a shared Hogs sack by 1zzo and Walcyzk, it seemed the
Crusaders were never going to find the end zone. But, on the very next play their QB hit
his open wide receiver for a 73 yard score. The home team cheered and rightfully so...
Cadets 42 * Crusaders 7

The SJ starting “O” put one last drive together. Matakevich had 4 straight carries
racking up 30 yards, while Della Vecchia completed a pass to Kramer for 9 more. Burns
and Civitella did the rest. Burns’ next 2 runs totaled 20 yards, while captain Civitella
rushed 3 consecutive times. On his third carry which was the first play of the 4™ quarter,
Tony scored on a 2 yard touchdown run. The Cadet’s fans were ecstatic as were the
coaches and players. Olayos kicked the extra point. Cadets 49 * Crusaders 7

The game was in its final minutes. Most of the senior classmen took over on “D”.
Shane O’Brien had a big sack, with tackles made by Justin Brantley, Erik Cranston and
Pat Magee. The celebration began after senior defensemen George Alexander Nation 111
picked up a Crusaders fumble and raced 42 yards for a touchdown. The game ended on a
fumble recovery by our junior middle linebacker Will Dwinells. To be continued...

The Final Score: Cadets 56 * Crusaders 7

***0ur next Varsity game (CIAC Class SS Final) will be held at Ken Strong
Stadium — West Haven on Saturday, December 5™ at 2:00pm vs Montville Indians
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SJ Scoring:

Qtr 1 — 7 Points: *Della Vecchia — Pass — *Mulligan (42 Yards) *Olayos — Kick - Extra Point
Qtr 1 — 7 Points: *Matakevich — Run (1 Yard) *Olayos — Kick - Extra Point

Qtr 1 — 7 Points: *Della Vecchia — Pass — *Mawicke (42 Yards) *Olayos — Kick - Extra Point
Qtr 2 — 7 Points: *Matakevich — Run (13 Yards) *Olayos — Kick - Extra Point

Qtr 2 — 7 Points: *Della Vecchia — Pass — *Mulligan (9 Yards) *Olayos — Kick - Extra Point

Qtr 2 — 7 Points: *Della Vecchia — Pass — *Matakevich (12 Yards) *Olayos — Kick - Extra Point
Qtr 4 — 7 Points: *Civitella — Run (2 Yards) *Olayos — Kick - Extra Point

Qtr 4 — 7 Points: *Nation — Returned Fumble (42 Yards) *Olayos — Kick - Extra Point

SJ Statistics:
Team Captains: **Tony Civitella **Nick Pulaski **Russ Renfer

Senior Classmen: *Kevin Belgrade *Justin Brantley *Erik Cranston *Tim lzzo *Pat Magee
*George Nation *Kevin Nichols *Shane O'Brien *Casey Olayos *Nick Prutting *Jon Stine
*Ryan Taylor *Tom Walczyk

Leading Passer: (Completions / Attempts / Yards) *Della Vecchia — 10/12/165 - 4 TD’s
Leading Rusher: (Rushes / Yards) *Matakevich — 12/132 -2 TD’s
Rushing: (Attempts / Yards) *Burns — 6/42 *Della Vecchia — 2/14 *Civitella —5/11 - 1 TD

Leading Receiver: (Catches / Yards) *Mulligan — 4/64 - 2 TD's

Receiving: (Yards) *Matakevich — 3/44 - 1 TD *Mawicke —1/42 - 1 TD *Kramer — 2/15

PAT / Extra Points: (Kicks / Attempts) *Olayos — 8/8

Field Goals: (Kicks / Attempts / Yards) *Olayos — 0/1 (Missed 38 yards)

Leading Defensive Tackler: *Chinova (10)

Defensive Tackles: *Civitella (9) *Walczyk (8) *T. 1zzo (7) *Matakevich (6) *Nichols (6) *Pulaski (6)
*Dalling (5) *Mulligan (5) *Renfer (5) *Magee (3) *Nation (3) *S. O'Brien (3) *Belgrade (2)
*Dwinells (2) *Hunt (2) *Kramer (2) *Prutting (2) *Rooney (2) *Brantley (1) *Cranston (1) *Irwin (1)

***Please Note: All tackles are recorded from the first player making the initial contact with
references of assisting tacklers. Every player may not be accounted for on team tackles.

Sacks: *Belgrade (1) *S. O'Brien (1) *T. Izzo (1/2) *Walczyk (1/2)

Fumble Recovery: (Recovered / Yards) *Nation — 1/42 - 1 TD *Dwinells —1/0 *T. Izzo — 1/0

Kick Offs: (Attempts / Yards) *Mawicke — 8/ 48, 45, 50, 50, 44, 52, 52, 45 (48 Avg)
Kick Off Returns: (Attempts / Yards and/or Fair Catch) *Kramer — 2/ 26, 12 (19 Avg)
Punts: (Attempts / Yards) *Pulaski — 2/ 52, 44 (48 Avg)

Punt Returns: (Attempts / Yards and/or Fair Catch) *Mulligan — 1/26 *Kramer — 3/24

Blocked Punt: *Prutting (1)
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Connecticut Post Newspaper Article:

St. Joseph thumps Holy Cross, advances to final

By Emmett Spillane Jr.

St. Joseph's Tyler Matakevich (44) rushing & receiving.
St. Joseph's wide receiver Patrick Mulligan (10).

St. Joseph's wide receiver Jerry Kramer (22).

WATERBURY -- The Holy Cross Crusaders rode their defense to a 9-1
record and their league championship this season, but it was quickly evident
that they never faced an offense the caliber of St. Joseph in the NVL.

Scoring early and often, the Cadets made their reappearance in the CIAC
football playoffs a successful one with an overwhelming 56-7 rout of the
Crusaders Tuesday night in a Class SS semifinal game at Municipal
Stadium.




Quarterback Joe Della Vecchia was a near-perfect 9 of 11 for 165 yards and
four touchdowns, including a 42-yard scoring bomb to Pat Mulligan on his
first attempt of the game.

The Cadets got the ball for the first time at their own 28 after a Holy Cross
punt and quickly established their dominance. Classy running back Tyler
Matakevich took a handoff and rambled 30 yards on St. Joseph's first play
from scrimmage and before the Crusaders could catch their breath Della
Vecchia was hooking up with the streaking Mulligan for the game's first
score.

"There was a couple of things | thought we could do, and my son and |
talked about going deep on one of the first couple of plays to see if they
could keep up with Mulligan," St. Joseph coach Joe Della VVecchia said. "So
we took a shot early and they couldn't (stay with him)."

Holy Cross went three-and-out after the touchdown and Mulligan fielded a
short punt in stride in Crusaders territory and returned it 27 yards to the 13.
Two Matakevich runs later it was 14-0 Cadets.

After the next Holy Cross drive fizzled out, a booming punt forced the
Cadets back to their own 19, from where it would take them all of three
plays to score. A 9-yard swing pass from Della VVecchia to Jerry Kramer,
another 30-yard jaunt by Matakevich and a 42-yard scoring strike from Della
Vecchia to Jason Mawicke boosted the lead to 21-0 for an offense that was
clearly hitting on all cylinders.

"We know how good our offense is," Matakevich said. "But we're starting to
gel really nice with the Trumbull game (49-31 Thanksgiving win) and now
here tonight. Everyone's starting to come together at the right time."

The Cadets would pile on with 21 more points in the second quarter.
Matakevich capped the Cadets' first drive of the second quarter by blasting
his way into the end zone from 13 yards out against a defense that looked
uninterested in tackling him.

A Kevin Belgrade sack and forced fumble set up another Della VVecchia-to-
Mulligan touchdown and a blocked punt by Nick Prutting led to the final
score of the opening half, a 12-yard toss from Della VVecchia to Matakevich,
who neatly kept his feet in bounds at the back of the end zone.




As great as the offense played in the first half, the St. Joseph defense (65
points allowed in its final two games), subjected to much ridicule in the
blogosphere, was playing its best game of the season, allowing only four
first downs and 26 yards of total offense in the first half.

"We saw the blogs and everything and we just used it to pump us up,"
Matakevich said. "We took it a little personally and tonight we proved we
could play good defense and stop the run."

The Cadets lost their shutout on a 73-yard touchdown pass from Ryan
Plourde to Matt Czapor midway through the third quarter, but Della Vecchia
was able to rest his starters and begin thinking about Montville and the Class
SS final this weekend.

"We saw them once and it should be a great game,"” Della VVecchia said.
"We've had to get ready really fast for our last couple of games and we just
have to do it one more time."

ST.JOSEPH 21 210 14--56

HOLY CROSS 007 0--7

SJ--Pat Mulligan 42 pass Joe Della Vecchia (Casey Olayos kick)
SJ--Tyler Matakevich 1 run (Olayos kick)

SJ--Jason Mawicke 42 pass Della Vecchia (Olayos kick)
SJ--Matakevich 13 run (Olayos kick)

SJ--Mulligan 9 pass Della Vecchia (Olayos kick)
SJ--Matakevich 12 pass Della Vecchia (Olayos kick)
HC--Matt Czapor 73 pass Ryan Plourde (Greg Warner kick)
SJ--Tony Civitella 2 run (Olayos kick)

SJ--George Nation 42 fumble return (Olayos kick)

Records: St. Joseph 9-2, Holy Cross 9-2
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**Captains:

Civitella, Tony
Pulaski, Nick
Renfer, Russ

*Seniors:

Belgrade, Kevin
Brantley, Justin
Cranston, Erik
Izzo, Tim
Magee, Pat
Nation, George
Nichols, Kevin
O’Brien, Shane
Olayos, Casey
Prutting, Nick
Stine, Jon
Taylor, Ryan
Walczyk, Tom

2009

Varsity Football Roster 2009

Running Back / Linebacker
Tackle / Defensive Line
Center / Linebacker

Tight End / Defensive Line
Running Back / Defensive Back
Running Back / Defensive Back

Guard / Defensive Line
Tight End / Linebacker
Tight End / Defensive End
Running Back / Strong Safety
Running Back / Defensive Line
Kicker
Wide Receiver / Defensive Back
Tackle / Defensive Line
Tackle / Defensive Line
Tackle / Defensive Line

5'8-195
6’0 - 210
5'11-210

6’3 -190
5’8 -180
5'9-160
5’9 -205
6’1-195
5'11-195
5'10-170
5’10 - 220
5’9 -140
5’8 - 140
6’0 - 225
6’2 — 265
5’11 - 225
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Juniors:

Adzima, Nick
Ahmadi, Amin
Cargnel, CJ
Chille, Steve
Chinova, Sean
Crosby, Dave
Dalling, Trevor
Della Vecchia, Joe
Donegan, Brendan
Donegan, Connor
Dwinells, Will
Finch, Ryan
Francis, Nick
Hunt, LJ

Irwin, Quinn
Joyce, Connor
Kramer, Jerry

Varsity Football Roster 2009

Guard / Defensive Line 6°0 — 240
Guard / Defensive Line 5’7 — 205
Quarterback / Defensive Back 5’8 -135
Guard / Defensive Line 5’10 - 210
Tight End / Linebacker 6’0 - 180

Running Back / Defensive Back 56-125
Running Back / Defensive Line 5’7 -145

Quarterback 6°0-170
Wide Receiver / Defensive Back 5’11 - 165
Wide Receiver / Defensive Back 5’10 — 155

Guard / Linebacker 5’11 - 215
Guard / Defensive Line 5°8-190
Tackle / Defensive Line 6’0 — 230

Running Back / Defensive Back 5’11 -185
Wide Receiver / Defensive Back 6’2 - 185
Running Back / Defensive Back 5’11 - 140
Wide Receiver / Defensive Back 56 - 155
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Juniors:
Marini, Mike

Matakevich, Tyler

Mawicke, Jason
Mrozek, Ryan
Mulligan, Pat
O’Brien, Alec
Pavia, Matt
Rooney, Kevin
Szabo, Ethan
Szalen, John

Sophomores:

Burns, Joe
Ciufo, Larry
Grasso, Mike
Granfield, Dan
Howell, Charles

2009

Varsity Football Roster 2009

Center / Defensive Line
Running Back / Linebacker
Wide Receiver / Defensive Back

Center / Defensive Line
Wide Receiver / Safety
Wide Receiver / Defensive Back
Running Back / Linebacker
Wide Receiver / Defensive Back
Quarterback / Defensive Back
Guard / Defensive Line

Running Back / Defensive Back
Tackle / Defensive Line
Running Back / Linebacker

Tight End / Linebacker

Wide Receiver / Defensive Back

6°0 — 245
6°'1-195
6’1 -200
6’0 — 240
6’1-170
5’10 -150
5'5-160
5’9 -160
5’9 -155
5'8-190

5’8 -190
5’10 - 220
5'8-175
6’3 - 185
6’'2-170
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HIG,
2 %

Varsity Football Roster 2009

Sophomores:

Izzo, Kevin Guard / Linebacker 56 -160
Lessard, Alec Center / Defensive Line 58 - 230
Lomnitzer, Pat Quarterback / Defensive Back 6’1 - 180
Morabito, Matt Tackle / Defensive Line 6°0-190
Sheehan, EJ Running Back / Defensive Back 5’8 — 175

q W@T@ E@@@@Z@y 7

Head Coach: Joe Della Vecchia

Defensive Coordinator: Chris Sadler

Assistant Coaches: Jim Chaves * Dave Matakevich * Dave Hashemi

* Tony Furnari * Kevin Morey * Jim Luchansky * Chris Buygi

Trainer: Dan McDonagh
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Dear Football Families,

On behalf of Head Coach Joe Della VVecchia, and Athletic Director Jim Olayos, we would
like to welcome you to another great season of SJ “hog” football. The season is young
and yet has already been so very exciting.

We would also like to take this opportunity to appeal to you to join the Athletic
Association. It is our goal to have 100% of our team parents become members.

Did you know that the SJIAA participates in the development of our Athletic Programs?
Not only are new uniforms, helmets, pads, nets, awnings, transportation, State Champ
rings funded, but also are so many other programs that foster well rounded Student
Athletes.

Have you ever attended a Senior Night Festivity for any of our athletes? | urge you to
attend and bring tissues! Our SJAA celebrates the senior athletes with a ceremonious
event that includes season highlights, Dalling Field decorated with St. Joes Spirit
balloons, a ceremony that begins with each senior athlete escorted by their parents
complete with flowers and photos, athlete accolades, and college/major intentions.

The Athletic Association also has a hand in each Team’s banquet and pizza party. After
having driven home a car full of giggly Cheerleaders following their banquet, | can
personally attest to the happy memories shared by the girls, as well as their parents.
These are the days they (and we as parents) will look back on so fondly, and these are the
days that pass so quickly.

Our Association needs your help in order to keep these, and so many other programs
going. Please join the Athletic Association, come to the meetings and get involved. We
are driven by the generosity of our members, and that is not only monetary. We welcome
donations of labor, materials, expertise, food, networking etc. We recently had donations
of extension cords and a microphone for our PA system, which parents were no longer
using and we were in need of. All generosity is welcome!!

Please join the camaraderie that is St. Joes! Help to continue to build our Athletic
program and have some fun along the way!

Thank You,

The Families of:

Antonio Civitella (Sr. Captain)

Nick Pulaski ( Sr. Captain)
Russ Renfer (Sr. Captain)
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Annual Membership Application

Contact Information

Name

Street Address
City ST ZIP Code
Home Phone
Work Phone
E-Mail Address

Membership Level

Please Check One:

___ BOOSTER LEVEL ___ BENEFACTOR LEVEL

St. Joseph High School
Athletie Accocialion

$25.00 $100.00 OR MORE
OTHER
____ PATRON LEVEL e

$50.00

Child’s Name and Graduation Year:

Athletic Activities Participating In:

SN RN N
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The Athletic Association is involved with all athletic activities at St. Joseph High School.
Parental Support is always needed and welcome!

*ARE YOU INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME DURING THESE EVENTS? YES NO

*IS THERE ANY PARTICULAR ATHLETIC ACTIVITY YOU WOULD CONSIDER HELPING US WITH?

*Make Your Check Payable to: St. Joseph Athletic Association*

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION TO:
Jim Olayos, Athletic Director
C/O St. Joseph High School
2320 Huntington Turnpike
Trumbull, CT 06611

SJHS Touchdown Club

SCOR EBOAR D September 2009
IMPORTANT INFORMATION
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The Touchdown Club is collecting $30.00 from each Varsity
team member to cover the costs of Friday night dinners and for
sandwiches on the bus for all away games. Team dinners are
held each Friday night before a Varsity Saturday game after

practice in the school cafeteria and are catered by Vazzy’s.

***Please Make Checks Payable To: SJAA

Chris Joyce - 26 Koger Road, Trumbull, CT 06611

Varsity Liaison — Chris Joyce

Junior Varsity Liaison — Mike Pavia * David Crosby

Freshman Liaison — Gary Hare

SJHS Touchdown Club

SCOREBOARD September 2009

St. Joseph’s Touchdown Club Season Assignments

Gate Ticket Sales — Jim Olayos
Concession Setup / Sales — Chris Joyce * Dennis O’Brien

Chain Gang — Chris Joyce * Lance Hunt * Dennis O’Brien *
Pat Donegan * Gary Hare * John Batten

Scoreboard - Ed Rooney
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Announcer — Doc Marino

Photographer — John Phillips

Game Day Programs — Donna Mulligan

50/50 Raffles — Lorraine Renfer

Apparel Sales — Marjan Hashemi Ahmadi

Inventory Shopping — Bill Dwinells

Friday Night Dinner Servers — Chris Joyce * Kim Matakevich *
Nadine Civitella * Lorraine Renfer

Sandwich Pick Up at VVazzy’s — Nancy Lessard

Tailgate Away Games — Chris Joyce

Thanksgiving Mass — Nadine Civitella * Carolyn Cargnel *
Mary Hunte

End of Season Banquet — Chris Joyce * Nadine Civitella *
Matt & Mary Ellen Adzima * Jean-Marie Pulaski

***The Touchdown Club welcomes “Volunteers” to help support the weekly
functions of the program. Please Join Us! Contact: Chris Joyce at (203) 449-4998
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